
“When an opportunity arises you have to grab it, I tell my 
students. Like, with a focal plane shutter, it opens up in 
front of your face, but you only have a short period of time 
to get it before it goes away.” 

So goes the philosophy of Ike Morgulis, Ryerson's veteran 
of almost 40 years, with a resume of life experiences he 
shares with the enthusiasm of a first year student.  

Ike has shown he is always excited to learn something new 
and interact with his co-workers and students. “I've always 
loved teaching. The young guys at Ryerson are great. I 
really love teaching first year students, they're bright and 
have such good spirit.” 

And as Ike emphasizes to his students, you can never know 
too much. “Look at me, an old geezer, but I'm still learning 
all the time. Right now it's SQL databases, Cold 
Fusion...you always have a chance to learn something 
new.”

Ike is living proof. He has studied at Harvard University, 
the Rochester Institute of Technology and the University 
of Toronto.  At these facilities, he received training in the 
areas of Electrical Engineering, Acoustics, Physics, 
Teaching and Photographic Sciences - one of his passions.

“Ryerson's been really good to me. I've never looked for job 
opportunities, but when they arose, I grabbed them. I've 
been fortunate enough to have six careers in my time 
here.” Ike's been an Instructor, Chairman, Associate Dean, 
Director, and a member of faculty.  He is currently an 
Associate at RCC. 

Although he's been taking pictures since he was young, his 
shift toward photography came when he was running the 
Faculty Development Centre in the School of Film and 

Photography.  There he was approached by Hans 
Westerblom. Westerblom needed someone with a 
scientific background to teach the Photo Technology 
option. After a sabbatical that involved taking 
Photographic Studies at the Rochester Institute of 
Technology, Ike returned to Ryerson to teach 
Photographic Arts.

It was a perfect fit for Ike who went on to host several 
gallery exhibits of his photographic works. His love of 
photography and the outdoors has spawned a series of 
landscape photographs dealing specifically with rocks, 
trees and water. His expeditions have taken him to locales 
in Canada, the United States and South America. Some of 
his photos can be viewed on his web site at: 
http://www.ryerson.ca/~morgulis or in rooms V202 and 
V230 in the Rogers Communications Centre.

But even with what seemed like the ideal job, Ike still knew 
a good opportunity when he saw one. Ike has been 
involved with Ryerson International projects in South 
America and now in Germany. Working with Dr. Michael 
Murphy and other Ryerson educators, Ike has spent time 
in Brazil and Bolivia to discuss and teach the use of 
multimedia for Distance Education. Ike was part of a team 
that trained 14 Brazilian engineers in Canada, and then 
followed up with consultation in Brazil. 

Today, collaboration continues with the WebTV project at 
Ryerson and the Fraunhofer Institute in Germany.

When asked if he would plan his career any other way if 
given the chance, Ike ponders before responding 
negatively. “Maybe I'd take art again, but I wouldn't want 
anything else… I could win the lottery and I'd still come 
back here. I've found an affinity here.” 

People often wish they could go back to school but find 
that they cannot devote any time to classes. The Rogers 
Communications Centre has come up with a solution. 
Since 1994, the RCC Online Education Initiative has 
offered module-based courses that allow students to learn 
through their home computers at times that they find 
most convenient. These courses were first offered through 
a CDROM application, but now the lessons can be taught 
without any special software. All you need is an Internet 
connection and a web browser.  As a matter of fact, classes 
can be taught to anyone with a decent home computer. 

The minimum requirements are a Pentium 100 computer, 
with 16MB of RAM, 60MB of hard drive space and 
Netscape Navigator or Microsoft Internet Explorer version 
3.0 and up. It also requires you to use javascript in allowing 
interaction on some web pages. Then all that is needed are 
some hours to work and study from home. 

While some courses have specific timelines to complete 
certain tasks, timing and scheduling is otherwise 
completely dependent on the student and his or her 
needs. Classes can start at 8 a.m., 8 p.m. or even 2 a.m. by 
simply logging on to the Internet and the appropriate web 
address.

Classes are offered in two streams: Retail Management 
Education and Voluntary/Non-Profit Sector Education. 
Within each program, several classes must be completed 
to work towards certification. For the Retail Management 
program there are classes such as Introduction to Retail 
Management Communication, Issues and Innovations, as 
well as Service and Professionalism. In the Voluntary/Non-
Profit Sector program courses include Understanding the 
Voluntary / Nonprofit Sector and Understanding Financial 
Management in the Voluntary / Nonprofit Sector.

Each course has an outline of topics to be covered, 
questions that will be addressed and learning objectives to 
be completed. 

The internet-based courses are much more than just text 
on a screen. In addition to having material to read, 
students can also interact with instructors and students 
through live chats, real audio broadcast interviews, 
bulletin boards to post messages, quizzes, audio clips and 
slide shows.  

Students are also given access to Ryerson's extensive 
online periodical library to help with their research. The 
database includes full texts of major academic and trade 
publications that can be searched like Yahoo, AltaVista or 
any other search engine. The major plus is that searches 
retrieve relevant information from reputable sources.

Even though there is no personal, in-class environment, 
instructors are available for help and support by Email and 
telephone.

The program has been well received, and has garnered 
attention from both the Retail Council of Canada and the 
US-based National Retail Federation. In fact, the Retail 
Management program was honoured with a Special 
Recognition Award.

The Conference Board of Canada also selected the Retail 
Management program as the recipient of its University-
Business Partnerships Award in 1996 for work between 
Ryerson, the Eaton School of Retailing, and the Canadian 
retail sector.

There are plans to expand the program by offering classes 
in both English and French in the coming year. 
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