EMMA MasterClass Brings International New Media Experts To Toronto
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Attention News/Assignment/Technology Editors:

EMMA MasterClass Brings International New Media Experts To Toronto

TORONTO, Sept. 24 /CNW - Students attending several of the Geater
Toronto Area's post secondary schools will have the benefit of hearing froma
selection of the world's best experts in Interactive Digital Media at this
year's EMVA MasterC ass. Recogni zed gl obally as the npbst prestigi ous of
interactive nedia awards, the International Electronic Miltinedia Awards
(EMVAs) will be held in Toronto, Canada, from Cctober 16th to 20th. An
i ntegral aspect of the awards, the one-day MasterCd ass event entitled "New
Model s for New Media 4.0," will consist of presentations frominternational
experts in interactive digital nedia and wll be open to New Media Trainers
menber students. The Toronto New Media Trainers Alliance is sponsoring this
year's MasterC ass event that will be held at the Bloor C nema, Wdnesday,
Cctober 16th from9:00 amto 4:30 pm

Recogni zi ng excellence in digital nedia content creation, the EMVAs are
respected for their independence, inpartiality and sole desire to reward
excel l ence. This year's events, featuring an international jury panel, wll be
hosted by the Toronto New Media Trainers Alliance at Ryerson University's
Rogers Conmuni cations Centre from October 16th to October 20th. Nom nees w ||
be announced on COctober 21st and winners will be announced in Novenber.

The EMVA MasterCl ass series was |aunched in 1999 specifically to provide
an opportunity for the EMVA judges to share their experience and expertise
wi th young people, particularly students, who are about to join the industry.
Fawzi a Pirbhai, the 2002 EMMA jury chair, states; "The MasterC ass really
all ows the EMVA judges, many of whom are acknow edged experts in their field,
to interact with the local nultinmedia community. Over the course of a day, one
is able to | earn about best practices and success stories fromaround the
gl obe. And since we're webcasting the event, people involved in New Media w ||
al so be able to participate via email. It's really quite exciting."

Inits 11th year, this formerly European based international awards
programis being held in North Arerica for the first time. The efforts to
attract the EMMAs to Toronto have been in the works for close to two years.
The successful effort was chanpioned and | ed by Tom G een of Hunmber College's
School of Media Studies, on behalf of the Toronto New Media Trainers Alliance.

The school s that conprise the Toronto New Media Trainers Alliance (NM)
have played an inportant role in devel opi ng, mai ntaining and expandi ng the
medi a sector in the Geater Toronto Area. The GTA is the third-I|argest base of
nmedi a production in North America, conprised of 1,500 nedia conpani es and
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supporting 75,000 jobs. The Toronto New Media Trainers Alliance consists of
GTA educators Centennial College, CGeorge Brown Col | ege, Hunber Col |l ege,
Ryerson University, Seneca Coll ege and Sheridan Col | ege.

-30-

For further information: Brad Fortner, 350 Victoria St., Room V-222F,
Toronto, ON MbB 2K3, Phone: (416) 979-5232, Fax: (416) 979-5203, Email:

bf ort ner @yerson. ca; The Toronto New Media Trainers Alliance: ww.nnt. org;
The International Enmma Awards: www. emra- f oundati on. org
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